[Comparison of 2 systems of blood culture: Signal and Bactec].
Two Bactec bottles (aerobic and anaerobic) and one single bottle Signal were used for detecting bacteremia in 405 patients (47 children and 358 adults). The two blood culture Signal and Bactec aerobic were continuous shaking for up to 24 hours. 10.3 p. cent of patients had positive cultures (62.3 p. cent Gram +, aero-anaerobic bacteria). Nine bacteremia were detected by only one system (4 for signal, 4 for Bactec) 77.1 p. cent of 83 strains were positive on the two systems together, but 7.2 p. cent only in the Bactec and 15.6 p. cent only in the Signal. The delay of growth give an advantage to the Bactec (67 p. cent in 24 hours). The advantages and the disadvantages of the two systems were analysed.